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Hi friends! I am Chinni. How are you? I was 

bored at home because I cannot go out and I 

cannot even meet my friends. But my Daddu 

told me the secret of how to be at home and 

still be happy! Read my story to find out what I 

discovered.
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It was summer vacation time for Chinni. She was quite excited to go to the 

beach with her friends. Chinni loved building sandcastles and playing in the 

sea. Chinni was really excited.

But suddenly there was a new virus spreading which was making people sick. 

Everyone was told to stay home so that they don’t catch the virus. 
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Chinni could not play with her friends anymore and neither could she go to the 

beach. She wanted to play with her Amma but her Amma who was a doctor, 

was very busy in the hospital helping infected people get better. Chinni was sad 

and missed her friends.
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Chinni’s grandfather whom she called Daddu was a wise old man, saw this and 

asked her “What happened Chinni? Why are you so sad?”. Chinni said “I do not 

know what to do alone in the house Daddu. And I miss playing with my friends.”

Daddu smiled, “Ahh! So you miss playing with your friends. Come with me, I will 

help you make some new friends in the house.”
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“But Daddu how will we find new friends in the house? There is 

no one except us here” said Chinni.

“We are not the only ones living in this house, Chinni” explained 

Daddu, “let us go meet them”.
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Daddu and Chinni went to the backyard of their house. Daddu then pointed 

towards a small flower plant and said, ”This is Munnu. Munnu is the one who 

gives us flowers for our daily pooja. I usually spend my time with Munnu 

and his beautiful flowers whenever I paint.” 

“But Daddu, can I play hide and seek with Munnu?” asked Chinni.

Daddu laughed, “So you want to play hide and seek? Come on let 

us meet someone who is very good at hide and seek.”
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They went to a nearby plant and found a caterpillar on a leaf. “This is 

Koko the caterpillar. He is a wonderful hide and seek player” said Daddu 

turning a leaf and showing Koko the caterpillar to Chinni

“Nice to meet you Chinni”, said Koko. 

“Nice to meet you too Koko” said Chinni who stood there in 

awe admiring the caterpillar. “You are such a cute caterpillar” 

she said.

“Thank you Chinni! You can come play hide and seek with me 

when ever you want to” said Koko.
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Suddenly a sparrow came flying and sat on Chinni’s hand. “Hi Chinni, I 

am Robin and I love to sing. Will you sing with me?” said the sparrow 

Robin. 

“Hi Robin, I am Chinni. I love to sing too, I enjoy singing in the morning” 

said Chinni.

“That is wonderful. Let us sing together every morning” chirped Robin.
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Chinni was happy and she started singing with Robin. Daddu smiled and said “Lets 

meet one of my friends Chinni”, and led her to the banyan tree in the garden. 

“This is one of my childhood friends. We played together for hours on end when I 

was a child” said Daddu.
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“But Daddu, this is just a tree. How can you play with a tree?” Chinni complained 

and sat near the tree trunk.
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The branches of the banyan tree suddenly started tickling Chinni and a voice came 

from the tree, “ Hi Chinni I am Babli the banyan tree.   I am a friend of your Daddu. 

Now I would like to be your friend.”

“Will you be my friend?” asked Babli the banyan tree.

“Yes Babli! I would love to be your friend. You are my biggest friend.” replied Chinni.
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Chinni was happy and so was Daddu. But there was still something he 

wanted to show her. He led her to pond near the tree and said “Chinni, 

here you will see the best friend you can have.” 

Chinni looked in the pond curiously and saw her own reflection. “ 

Daddu, I don’t see anyone. All I see is my image in the water” she said.

“Chinni my child, the best friend that you can have is you yourself. This 

friend will always be there with you. You should also take care of 

yourself as you take care of your best friends and enjoy everyday with 

yourself” Daddu explained.
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Chinni was in awe. She had never thought this way and never expected to find 

so many new friends and discover a best friend. She did not feel lonely anymore 

and was happy to have new friends.
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Story

Activities

Use your favourite colours and colour this drawing of 

Chinni and her friends playing together

Did you enjoy with Chinni and 

her friends? Now its your time 

to observe things around you 

and see if you can make new 

friends! Write down here, 

what you discover
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Chinni is stuck in her house because of the corona virus 

outbreak. Join her as she makes new friends and finds out 

how to enjoy during the lockdown.

Madhura Kulkarni,  Shrunoti TatiyaIllustrations

Yallaling Naik,  Madhura Kulkarni,  Shrunoti TatiyaStory

Yallaling NaikLayout


