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Climate migration is often seen in communities dependent on primary sector 
livelihoods, since climate stressors are seen to have a big impact on these 
systems. A major driver of migration is the search for better economic 
opportunities.  

Migration is a last-resort coping strategy and a way to a better life for many 
households, but it comes with its challenges for migrants. These include physical 
and mental health risks as illustrated above

Scan for references and the 
systems map

Migration is not a system in itself, but a behavior of 
the system of what makes a geography habitable. 
Once the “habitableness” of place goes below a 
certain threshold, the inhabitants will attempt to 
migrate, given that they have the means for it. 



A stressor can affect a set of factors, which we call 
the Human Livability Factors, which define how 
suitable a certain location is for staying long-term. 
The impact on these factors isinterpreted with a 
subjective lens by the inhabitants according to the 
means at their disposal. 



As the perceived “livability” of a place falls, the 
inhabitants tend towards migration.

The Human Livability Factors 
Framework

Human settlements often undergo a cyclic pattern 
of migration, settling at a place, resource 
consumption and depletion, leading to migration 
once again. 



It is seen that migration due to climate change 
follows a similar pattern where a once bountiful 
location runs out of resources to sustain a 
population, resulting in out-migration from the 
source.

Migration is as fundamental to being a human as living in a collective 
society is. Recently, climate change induced migration is making up an 
increasing volume of the forced migrants across the world. 



For the purpose of our research, we define migration as the movement of 
people: for generally more than half an year, and whose intention is to 
improve the quality of life for the person who is migrating and/or their kin.

 

Our studies showed that a substantial number of instances of climate 
induced migration are already happening across the Indian subcontinent. 

Since the beginning of time, humans have been 
moving from place to place in search of a better 
life, living conditions and opportunities. This 
movement of people - migration - has helped enrich 
our collectivecultures and history. But today, there 
are people all over India who are scrambling to 
migrate, not in the pursuit of a dream. 



What happens when the land you call your own 
gives way beneath you and drives you out of your 
home?




Overview


